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INTRODUCTION
& DESCRIPTION

Part of the off-court legacy left behind by the 2016-17 
Boston Celtics team, the Playbook Initiative seeks to 
leverage the power of sport and more specifically the 
appeal of the Celtics to engage middle schoolers on 

critical and plaguing societal issues.  Bringing together 
students from vastly different, yet close geographical 

communities, the program features a series of workshops 
on topics related to race/ethnicity, gender, 
religion/culture, disability and orientation.

In 2017-18, hand selected student leaders from Lawrence, 
Massachusetts’ Wetherbee School and the North Andover 

Middle School (MA) were immersed in a curriculum 
which resulted in the creation of this Playbook among 

other elements.  Students were initially introduced to the 
concept of preparing for difficult social situations, a la 

”studying a playbook”, at a launch event featuring 
members of the Celtics roster and coaching staff. In 

short, if it is possible to prepare for “Game Situations” in 
athletic competition by studying and practicing “plays”, 
then the same holds true for social situations as it 

relates to confronting bias and discrimination. Over the 
course of several workshops, the students worked 

together, cross-school, to author and edit their own 
social scenarios relating to daily discrimination and/or 

bias.

The following scenarios are student authored, edited and 
inspired.  According to the students who created them, 

these situation are realistic and relevant.  Our 
collective hope is that by studying this Playbook, either 
individually or in large or small groups, students will 
be more equipped to intervene in safe yet effective ways 

when they witness injustice.
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SCENARIO
When you are waiting for the bus to pick you up from 
school, you overhear some students telling another 
kid that they are an “oreo” (someone who is “Black” 
on the outside but “Acts White”). The student laughs 
uncomfortably but then gets really quiet. you and the 
kid know each other but you haven’t really become 

friends yet. you used to be closer friends with the kids 
who called the student the name but you have sort of 

grown apart over the last few years. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• What does “Acting Black” and “Acting White” Mean?
• Is there such a thing as acting like another race?

• What long term impact might this have on the student being 
called an “Oreo”?

• Where do you think people learn how to “act Black”, “Act 
White” or any other race?

• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Tell the kid he/she can act however he/she wants

• Tell the kids who are calling him/her the name to stop
• Tell an adult so they can follow up with all of the kids

• Cause a distraction so people move onto another topic
• Personal Option

7



SCENARIO
You and some friends are watching YouTube ”anime” 

videos.  One of the videos has subtitles in what 
appears to be Japanese.  Your friend Jackie asks 
your other friend Lee what the subtitles say.  Lee 
says “I don’t know, I'm Vietnamese, not Japanese”! 
Everyone laughs until Jackie says “It’s basically 

the same thing”.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Do people often lump Asian cultures and languages into 

one? Why?
• Is this a “harmless” stereotype?

• What harm could come from making this kind of statement?
• Can you imagine someone saying the USA and China are the 

same thing?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Make a sarcastic comment showing how foolish that 

statement sounds
• Ask the kid more about Vietnamese culture/language to 

highlight the difference
• Tell Lee you know the difference in front of Jackie so 

Jackie feels self conscious
• Change the subject/video

• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
You are on a traveling soccer team that competes in 

tournaments all over the state.  You’re team happens to 
have a lot of Spanish-speaking players on it and you are 
playing against a team of players of mostly one race.  
When you are throwing the ball into play from the 

sideline during the 2nd half, you overhear a parent of 
the opposing team say “cmon, team you can beat these 
Puerto Rican kids”.  You look around to see if anyone 
else heard but it doesn’t look like they did.  You are 

offended because your teammates and their families are 
from a whole bunch of different countries, not solely 
from Puerto Rico and also because you don’t see why 

calling out the ethnicity matters anyways.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Is it fair to make assumptions of where people are from 

based on their race or language?
• What harm could come from making those assumptions?

• What do you think the parent was suggesting when they said 
“you can beat these Puerto Ricans”?

• Why might someone be offended if the comments weren't 
even directed at them?

• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Tell your coach

• Tell your teammates what the parent said
• Go over to that parent and tell them what they said is 

offensive
• Tell a referee

• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
A bunch of your friends get together over the weekend 

at the pizza shop in town.  Everyone is having fun, eating 
pizza etc. when one of your friends pulls out their 

phone and starts reading ”racial jokes” from a social 
media post.  They seem pretty harmless at first and 

everyone appears to be laughing.  Then your friend reads 
one about a kid who is mixed race.  Everyone laughs 
until you all look around the restaurant and see a 

multi-racial family eating pizza behind you.  Its clear 
they heard the joke.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Can jokes be both “harmless” and offensive at the 

same time?
• Why was it funny until you saw the multi-racial family?

• How can jokes lead to someone becoming bias?
• If your friend saw the multi-racial family before telling 
the last joke, do you think they still would have said it?

• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Apologize to the family on behalf of your friends
• Get all of your friends to apologize to the family

• Next time someone is telling racial jokes, ask them to stop 
before it goes too far

• Ask your friends how they felt about the situation later on
• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
Your friend just got a new phone that has an awesome 
video camera.  During school vacation week, you all 

decide you're going to shoot a mini movie and post it on 
YouTube.  As you are deciding what kind of characters 

everyone is going to play in the movie, one of your 
friends suggests everyone plays characters based on 
stereotypes about what they look like. “That way the 

movie will be believable” says your friend.  As you look 
at your friends, you realize some stereotypes of the 
group may be flattering and some may be offensive.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• What are some stereotypes about different races?
• Is there such thing as a “flattering” stereotype?

• Where do we learn stereotypes from and when do we 
learn them?

• Do you often see stereotypes in movies and TV shows? How 
might they be harmful?

• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Tell the group you don’t think that’s a good idea

• Ask a few of your friends quietly if they are comfortable 
with the idea

• Suggest to make a movie about how harmful stereotypes 
can be

• As the group if they want to do something else instead
• Personal Option
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GENDER
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SCENARIO
We decided to play soccer after school one day.  In 

order to make the teams fair, we picked captains and 
then had them draft players for their teams. The last 
4 players to be drafted were the only 4 girls playing.  
Once the game started, you pass the ball to one of 

the girls on your team.  She ends up kicking it out of 
bounds and your team captain comes over and tells 
you not to pass to her.  A little while later, one of 

the girls scored a goal and your team captain shouted 
“wow, lucky goal”.  The girl asked the captain why he 
was being so mean and he said because he didn’t want 
girls playing with them.  All 4 girls decided to walk 

away from the game because they didn’t feel 
welcomed on the field.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Do you think it took courage for the girls to play with 

the boys?
• Do you think girls often get treated this way by boys?

• Where do boys learn behavior like this?
• What long term impact might happen to the girls if they get 

treated this way a lot? What about to the boys?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Grab a few friends and invite the girls back

• Make new teams where all 4 girls can play together
• Tell the captain of your team he should ease up a bit

• The next day ask the girls what they would have wanted you 
to do

• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
You are watching your school’s track meet against a 
rival school.  Your school is dominating the meet and 
your friends begin to make fun of the runners from 
the other school.  Your friend says “that kid is so 

slow, he runs like a girl”.  Another friends responds, 
“yea he’s probably worried about breaking a nail”.  

You see who they are talking about, and they definite-
ly aren’t the fastest runner, but its seems unnecessary 

to pick on him, let alone do it in that manner.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Can those types of comments be harmful even if the targeted 

kid doesn’t hear them?
• Are your friends making compliments or insults?

• What long term effects could come from the comments?
• What message do the comments send to girls? How about 

to boys?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Ask your friends to stop

• Wait until later and talk to your friends one on one
• Make fun of your friends to cause a distraction

• Change the subject
• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
You and some friends are at a field playing football.  
You have an odd number of players, so you ask some of 
the boys playing basketball if they want to play.  They 

all say ”no”.  There are a group of girls playing 
soccer nearby and they ask to play.  “NO”! one of your 
friends says.  “Football is a guys sport.  Go do dancing 
or cheerleading instead”.  The girls get discouraged 

and walk away.  As you watch them go back to 
playing soccer, they look pretty athletic and think to 
yourself that they are probably pretty good football 

players too.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Why are your friends so serious about boys only being 

allowed to play?
• What message might this send to the girls?

• What message might this send to the other boys?
• Are there certain activities and interests society says girls 

are supposed to have? How about boys?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Ignore your friend and invite the girls back to play

• Show your friend that the girls look like they are good 
at soccer

• Decide not to play football and go play soccer with the girls
• Talk to your friend after the football game

• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
You and your friends are watching TV at your house 
when a commercial for the nightly news comes on.  
The lead story is one in which a local kid who is 
transgender got beat up really badly.  Your friend 

Jesse says, “transgender people are weird”.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• What do you think Jesse meant by “weird”?

• Do you think transgender people are more likely to get 
physically or verbally assualted than those that aren’t?

• Do you think the world is starting to be more accepting of 
transgender people? What would help to make it 

more accepting?
• Why would people feel the need to harm someone who 

was transgender?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Ask your friend what they meant by “weird”

• Comment that its horrible that someone got beat up for 
being themselves

• Research some statistics about violence against transgender 
people and tell friends

• Ask friends if they know anyone who is transgender
• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
You are at a friends house with a bunch of people 
hanging out and having fun.  The little brother of 
your friend comes into the room with a toy that he 

loves playing with.  One of the kids at the house says 
“why are you playing with those girlie toys, you should 

be playing with action figures and toy guns”?! The 
little brother gets embarrassed and runs away.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Do you think kids should only play with certain toys based on 

their gender?
• What might be the long-term effects of the brother 

hearing comments like that a lot?
• What messages do little kids get at a young age about what 

they should and shouldn’t be doing based on their gender?
• Where do they get those messages from?

• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Invite the brother back in and play with him

• Tell the friend who made the comment to stop
• Ask the friend who’s house it is to make sure the brother 

is ok
• Go and find the little brother and ask him if he wants to 

play in a different room with you
• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
Your teacher assigned you to a work group with 3 

other students.  You are tasked with putting together 
a presentation of a book the class is reading and it is 
due on Monday.  As a result, you and your group will 
need to work on it over the weekend.  A few members 

of the group have a soccer game on Sunday so they 
ask to get together on Saturday.  That works for 

everyone except one student, Jordan, as their religion 
doesn’t allow them to work on Saturdays.  One of the 

students in your group grunts and says “just break 
the rules, we have to get this project done”.  
Jordan starts to get embarrassed but nobody 

is saying anything.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Why would the students think their schedules are more 

important than Jordan’s?
• How would you feel if someone was making light of your 

religious customs?
• Do you think the student would have said the same thing if it 

was a more mainstream holiday like Christmas?
• What do you think the teacher would say if they overheard?

• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Offer to meet with Jordan on Sunday

• Tell the group that we should respect the customs and find 
another time

• Explain to the teacher and ask for an extension
• Ask Jordan to switch work groups

• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
Two of your friends catch a glimpse of a new class-
mate’s test score and start laughing.  “Ha ha! A third 

grader is smarter than this kid” you overhear one 
friend say. “He’s so dumb!’ said another one. You don’t 
know the student that well but you know he is not 
only new to the school, but also just moved to this 
country and doesn’t speak English very well.  As your 
friends mock the boy behind his back, you can tell the 
boy understands what is going on and is getting upset. 
You become uncomfortable and don’t know what to do.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Why do you think your friends are making fun of the boy?

• What long term impact may this have on the boy’s transition 
into a new school?

• How would your friends do if they had to take a test in a 
new language?

• Why do kids tend to pick on other kids who are “different”?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Ask your friends to stop

• Ask the boy if he is ok loud enough for your friends to hear
• Tell an adult quietly

• Make a distraction so your friends stop
• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
You, Maria and Eliza are 8th grade students who live 

in the same neighborhood as Amanda, a 7th grade 
student who just arrived from another country where 
they dress in traditional clothing. When you all walk 
to school together, Maria and Eliza say mean things 
to Amanda about her traditional clothing but she 
laughs it off and pretends it doesn’t bother her.  

While you don’t participate in it, you don’t say anything 
to stop it either despite knowing it isn't right.  One 
morning, your friends are especially mean to Amanda, 

even going as far as grabbing her traditional 
clothing and telling her to take it off so people 

would be friends with her.  Amanda got very upset and 
ran back to her house crying.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Why would Maria and Eliza make fun of someone for 

wearing traditional clothing?
• Why do you think Amanda pretended it didn’t bother her 

at first?
• Do you think it would have been easier to say something 

before the situation escalated?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Talk to Maria and Eliza individually about why you think 

their behavior is wrong
• Ask Amanda if she wants help and if so, how

• Compliment Amanda on her traditional clothing in front of 
the other two girls

• Ask Amanda if she wants to walk to school with you 
by yourselves

• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
You are sitting in the cafeteria with a group of your 
close friends.  You all are playfully making jokes at 
one another, making fun of each other in a way that 
seems ok.  However, one of your friends appears to 

cross the line by calling one of the kids a “terrorist” 
referring to their Muslim religion.  Everyone laughs 
but you can tell that the Muslim friend doesn’t think 
its funny despite smiling.  A minute later the Muslim 
student gets up and says they have to go to the bath-
room.  As the student walks away, you are the only 
one to notice that their expression changed and they 

are actually upset.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• How can you tell what would be an appropriate joke vs. 

inappropriate?
• What is a stereotype and how are Muslims being stereotyped 

in this scenario?
• How are stereotypes harmful?
• Can stereotypes ever be good?

• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Try and stop the jokes before it gets too personal

• Follow the student to the bathroom to let them know you 
didn’t think that was right

• After the student left the table, tell the group they crossed 
the line and should apologize

• Bring everyone together to talk about it
• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
It’s the new basketball season and you’re ecstatic to 
get started.  When you arrive at the gym for the first 
practice you are excited that most of your teammates 
from last year are back.  However there is a new kid, 
Thomas, who moved to your town from Australia and 

has never played basketball before.  Thomas, his 
really tall and really athletic but not very good at 
the game. After “airballing” his first three shots, 

some of your teammates laugh and even start saying 
”airball” with an Australian accent.  Thomas laughs 
uncomfortably at first, but as the practice goes on he 
seems to be getting really down on himself.  After 
practice is over, Thomas tells the coach he doesn’t 

want to play on the team anymore.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Why do you think Thomas quit?

• How might this experience impact Thomas’ desire to be on 
another team?

• Have you ever struggled to do something that was new?
• Why did your teammates feel the need to make fun of 

Thomas?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Tell the coach

• Pull your teammates aside and tell them to back off
• Talk to Thomas the next day and invite him back on the team

• Help Thomas work on his game after school
• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
One day when you are in class, a note gets passed to 

you from the student sitting one row back.  When you 
open the note, you realize it was a picture of a 

student in your class that has a physical disability.  
The image appears to be making fun of the student’s 
disability and it clearly says the student’s name.  The 
classmate that sits next to you has their hand out 

because they want you to pass the note along so they 
can see what everyone is laughing about.  As you look 

around the room, you see the student with the 
disability in the back of the room and they look like 
they want to know what everyone is laughing about 

as well.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Why do you think one of your classmates drew the picture?

• Why did your classmates pass the picture along?
• Where might someone learn that it is ok to make fun of 

people with disabilities?
• Do you think everyone that saw the note actually thinks the 

picture is funny?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Tear the note up and throw it away

• Find out who drew the picture and talk to them
• Be overly nice to the student with the disability so they 

know you care about them
• Tell an adult

• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
While walking to your next class, you and your friends 

pass a classroom of special needs students. As you 
walk by, you hear noises that sound like squeaking and 

moaning coming from one of the students.  Your 
friends start to laugh and imitate the sounds and the 

way that the special needs student was communicating. 
You become really uncomfortable as your neighbor’s 
brother is in the class and you know how harmful 

comments like that can be.  You want to tell them to 
stop but these people are your friends and you are 

worried they might start making fun of you.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• What might be going through your friend’s mind that would 

make them do the imitation?
• How would you feel if you were the one being made fun of?

• How would you feel if someone you loved or cared about had 
a disability and was being made fun of in this way?

• Do you think your friends would make fun of you if you told 
them to stop?

• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Tell your friends to stop right away

• Wait until later and talk to your friends one-on-one
• Tell the special needs teacher or another adult
• Change the subject quickly so your friends stop

• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
Your school is playing a basketball game against a 

school for kids that are deaf.  Your team is losing at 
halftime and one of your teammates says “I cant 

believe we are losing to these kids, they cant even 
hear”.  A few of your teammates agree but most of 
them are as uncomfortable with the comment as you 
are.  In fact, you know that the cousin of one of your 
teammates goes to that school because she is deaf, 

although she isn't on the basketball team.  
Unfortunately nobody is saying anything about it 

though.  The coach comes into the huddle and starts 
to talk about what the team needs to do better in the 

second half.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Can deaf people be as good at sports as people that 

can hear?
• Do you think the teammate that made the comment would 

have said the same thing if they had a family member or friend 
that was deaf?

• Is there a difference between discriminating against people 
who are deaf vs. based on someone’s race?

• What other factors may have led to that comment?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Tell the coach after the game

• Talk to the teammate that made the comment
• Ask other teammates if they were offended too

• Ask the coach to bring in a guest speaker to practice that 
has a disability

• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
Shawn is a new student who moved from another town 
to your community and school.  You notice that Shawn 
seems to walk with a little limp.  You also notice that 

Shawn appears to be very overweight, to the point 
where Shawn has a hard time walking and moving 
around.  You decide to sit and eat lunch with Shawn 
when you learn that Shawn moved towns because of 

bullying. You feel awful about how Shawn was treated 
in the last school.  You know that at times some of 
your friends make comments about students that are 
overweight but it didn’t quite hit you how harmful it 

can be until you hear Shawn’s story.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Why did your outlook change only after meeting Shawn?
• Is it possible your friends could say something to make 

Shawn feel ashamed?
• Could bullying be that bad where a family might move?

• Why would someone feel the need to make fun of someone’s 
appearance?

• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Ask Shawn to tell you if any students start bullying

• Ask Shawn for suggestions on what to do to stop bullying
• Tell your friends Shawn’s story and ask them to be nice

• Spend as much time as possible with Shawn so your friends 
and everyone else knows you like Shawn

• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
You notice that a student in your math class, Cameron, 
really struggles with the daily lessons, homework and 

tests.  They just don’t seem to get it.  A few weeks later, 
during a test, you notice that it appears the teacher has 

let Cameron bring a ”cheat sheet” to the test and 
Cameron is allowed to take the test for longer than the 
other students.  At lunch, a student you know walks by 
and tells Cameron “you’re too stupid to take the test 

without a cheat sheet”.  You go over to Cameron and ask 
what all of that was about and Cameron tells you about 
a learning disability and that the a doctor suggested to 
use a cheat sheet and take extra time and the teacher 

allowed it.  Cameron mentioned that the test was much 
better this way.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Do you think Cameron should have been allowed to use a 

cheat sheet and extra time?
• What impact would Cameron’s new strategy have on 

classmates if at all?
• What long-term effects do you think this could have on 

Cameron?
• Do you think it will be hard for Cameron to go back to 

that class?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Apologize to Cameron on behalf of the other student

• Tell your teacher
• Explain to the student that their comments were really 

mean and not ok
• Get some friends together and cheer Cameron up

• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
After tryouts for the soccer team, you are waiting for a 
ride home with a few of your friends.  Another kid, Joey 
is waiting for their ride home a few feet away as well 

when a car pulls up.  Two women get out of the car and 
give Joey a big hug.  Your friend turns to you and says “do 

you know Joey has two moms…that’s so weird”. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Why do you think your friend said that having two moms is 

weird?  Can something be different but not “weird”?
• Do you think Joey gets a lot of “looks” when he is out with 

his parents? Why?
• What long term impact may happen to Joey if he always 

gets comments and looks about his parents?
• Do you think there are still people in society that view 

being gay as a bad thing?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Ask your friend what they mean by “weird”

• Tell your friend that saying stuff like that can make it hard 
for kids like Joey

• Pretend you don’t hear the comment
• Ask another adult in school for advice

• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
After school one Friday afternoon, my friends and I and a 
group of girls from school were at the gym doing exer-
cises and working out. My friends and I have done these 
exercises before so it comes easy to us. But one of my 

friends is having an especially difficult time because he is 
pretty out of shape.  One of my friends started pointing 
and laughing at him, making rude comments about his 

weight to the girls and even calling him “gay”.  The boy 
who was being made fun of was embarrassed and stormed 

off into the locker room.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• What made the boy so upset?

• Why would someone choose the word “gay” as an insult in 
this situation?

• What do you think your friend meant by using the 
word “gay”?

• Do you hear language like this used a lot?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Tell your friends to stop

• Take the pressure off the boy by messing up the 
exercises yourself

• Ask your friends to try an exercise they aren’t good at
• Before it gets too bad, ask the boy to go get a drink of 

water with you
• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
Your school’s softball team is playing in the 

championship game against a rival school and you decide 
to go watch.  In the last inning, the other team hits a 
homerun to win the game and their players and fans go 
crazy in celebration.  You go over to the players from 

your school a little while later to tell them they played 
a good season when one of the players says “the girls on 
the other team were basically boys…no wonder why we 

lost” and throws her glove on the ground.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Why is your classmate saying that the girls on the other 

team are basically “boys”?
• Was the comment meant to be an insult?

• What stereotypes exist about female athletes and how are 
those stereotypes harmful?

• Would the other team be offended by those comments of 
they heard them?

• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Tell the player to stop immediately

• Wait until the player cools off then ask them if they meant 
to insult the other team like that

• Ask friends or members of the team if they heard 
the comment

• Tell the coach
• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
One day, you are walking across the street by yourself 
when you see a few kids who look younger than you 

yelling down the block to a boy who was wearing a pink 
shirt. At first it is hard to understand what was 

happening, but as you get closer you realize the kids are 
calling the boy “gay”, “homo” and other slurs about 

someone’s sexual orientation. The boy looks scared and 
quickly runs away as the kids laugh.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• What made the kids think the boy was gay?

• Why do you think the kids think being gay is bad?
• How would you feel if this happened to a family member 

of yours?
• Do you think people that dress this way or are gay have to 

deal with this type of thing a lot?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Call the police

• Confront the kids
• Talk to an adult about how to help support the 

gay community
• Take a video recording or picture of the kids so you know 

what they look like
• Personal Option
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SCENARIO
You and some friends are at the mall and decide to go 
into the sneaker shop.  One of your friends holds up a 

pair of sneakers and asks what you all think.  Your other 
friends say “those are gay, don’t buy them”.  Your friend 
puts them down quickly and says, “yea you’re right”.  You 
are uncomfortable because your friends use the word 

“gay” in place of “ugly, stupid, bad” etc. all of the time.  
One of your cousins has told you that they are “gay” and 
that when they hear people use those types of words it 

makes them depressed and shameful.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Why do people use the word “gay” in place of “ugly, stupid 

or bad”?
• What long term impact might hearing the word “gay” used 
in place of those other words have on someone who is gay?
• Is it more socially acceptable to use gay slurs than other 

racial or ethnic slurs? Why or why not?
• Do you think your friends understand the power of 

their words?
• What should you do as a bystander?

INTERVENTION OPTIONS
• Tell your friends that they should use a different word

• Ask them what they mean by “gay”
• On another day, tell them about your cousin

• Ask your cousin what you should do when you hear it
• Personal Option
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A SPECIAL
THANK YOU TO:

2016-17 and 2017-18 Boston Celtics Rosters and 
coaching staffs

The Play ball! Foundation

Lawrence Public Schools

North Andover Public Schools

Student Leaders from North Andover
Middle School and Wetherbee School

NBA and The Leadership Together 
Collaboration




